
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

P.A.L.S. for Healing 
 
  
Your Project Title: Art Therapy for Individuals Impacted by Trauma and Loss 

Your Project Summary: P.A.L.S. for Healing will use art therapy to help clients express the difficult emotions 

associated with trauma and loss, develop coping skills, reduce stress, increase self-esteem, and process 

their trauma from an emotionally safe distance. Our therapeutic approach reduces the risk of re-

traumatization and provides tangible representations of the people they have lost to help transition their 

relationship from one of presence to altered support. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Sean Benolken 

(New York, NY) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Laurel Fisher 

(Nashville, TN) 

Elisheba Johnson  

(Seattle, WA) 

Brittnie Knight  

(Philadelphia, PA) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The application strongly demonstrates the impact on the community and the positive growth 

trajectory of the organization. With clear goals and measurement benchmarks established, PALS shows a 

strong ability to impact their community and the partnerships with local organizations shows a commitment 

to the public benefit of the County. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: P.A.L.S. for Healing (Paper. ArtTherapy. Letting Go. Self Actualization) is a nonprofit 

organization focused on trauma. They’ve identified their community for this project as the children being 

raised by seniors and grandparents. I do suggest making a stronger connection between the Goal 

statement and the measures, but the staff expertise is there. I also have questions about the budget as it 

relates to art supplies. I know that they will have a deeper understanding of the true costs, but to score 

higher, I need to know more detail about the planned $24,750 in art supplies for only 175 people. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This project proposal does meet the funding criteria outlined. The team of therapists are very 

well-qualified to do this work. They clearly have addressed a number of barriers to access by offering 

services at reduced rates, at different locations, and at times when it is most needed. For instance, the 4-

day Griot Village program is a great way to engage under-invested youth within their own neighborhood 

during spring break 2018. I am also glad to see that the director is an art therapy trainer. This is a much 

needed service that I hope more and more providers will start to use in their practice. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This work is needed and unique. I think providing support to seniors raising children with the 

demographics listed is important work and meets public benefit because they are providing critical 

resources for families who don’t have access to art based therapy. 

 

 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: I am pleased to see the attention to detail in the community that P.A.L.S is serving. To ensure 

that the programming you develop is both respondent and truly benefitting the public, it is of the utmost 

importance you understand the environment your community is approaching you from. There has been 

time taken to research local partners and organizations serving communities similar to their own. Based on 

that this program meets the minimum funding requirements. That in addition to the trained and well 

seasoned staff and volunteers showcases a commitment to the excellence of the programming. It also 

speaks to the follow through of the programming seeking long term results. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

